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RECALLING A TRAGIC LOSS 

Gary Higgins{The Patriot Ledger 
lain Massie plays bagpipes In front of St. Paul's Church In Hingham during a memorial to Jane Reardon Labys. 

Songs, then silence mark memorial 
By Maia Davis . 
The Patriot Ledger , 

HINGHAM - Normally bus· 
. tling Hingham Square fell silent 
Friday as family and friends of 
Jane Reardon Labys, who died in 
the TWA Flight 800 explosion, 
filed quietly through the town 
center. 

Traffic stopped and shoppers 
stood still on street corners. The 
only sound was the solemn tune of 
a bagpipe player, who led the 
mourners from a memorial service 
at St. Paul's Catholic Church to a 
nearby reception. 

Labys, 52, a Quincy native and 
Thayer Academy graduate, was 
among the 230 people who died 
when the Paris-bound jet explod
ed and fell into the sea July 17. 
She was buried last Saturday in 

Pennsylvania, near her West Vir
ginia home. 

The bagpipe recessional was 
one of the rare solemn moments 
in a service dominated by joyful 
music, and punctuated by laugh
ter. 

Labys and her family had always 
found solace in singing, said her 
sister, Martha Reardon, a Hing
ham businesswoman who served as 
cantor at the memorial Mass. 

"It was very important to us to 
beat back uncertainty and doubt 
... to sing songs with joy," Rear
don said. 

Most of the music Friday was 
sung by Reardon and a choir that 
included Labys' brother, cousins 
and nieces. 
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No .quick answers in -crash probe 
By Andrew C. Revkin 
N.Y. Times News Service 

SMITHTOWN, N.Y.- With the only sign of progress 
the steady flow of wreckage raised from the ocean floor, 
federal investigators looking for the cause of the 
destruction of Trans World Airlines Flight 800 said 
Friday that they expected no quick answers. 

Signaling that the effort �ould be settling in for a 
sustained period, Robert T. Francis, the vice chairman of 
the National Transportation Safety Board, said that the 
150 scuba and hard-hat divers exploring and retrieving 
the submerged debris would for the first time get some 
additional time off this weekend. 

"There'll be a slight slowdown so these guys can catch 
their breath," Francis said. In some ways, the entire 
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