
JAY CASHMAN 

 Many of his ancestors – including John Cashman of the famous Cashman Quarry 

in Quincy and Pilgrim monument builder at the turn of the century; James Cashman of 

bridge building fame in Vermont, one of the original founders of the AGC; and his father, 

John Cashman, prominent in the 50’s and 60’s for the Cape Cod Canal breakwater 

extensions and graving docks at the Quincy shipyard – were pioneers in the construction 

industry.  His mother’s family, the Solimandos, was also prominent in the construction 

industry.  Jay’s grandfather, Michael Solimando, guided him in the early days when Jay 

was building his company and instilled in him the importance of resilience and an honest 

work ethic.  As Jay likes to say, he was on the poor end of a well-established construction 

family, or a Texan with a big hat but no ranch or cattle.  As a teenager, he started tackling 

small residential construction jobs in the neighborhoods of Quincy, Massachusetts, where 

he grew up, and by the time he was eighteen he had set the foundation for his 

construction company, “JC Construction Co.”  While still in college he incorporated the 

business of “JM Cashman, Inc.”  Jay graduated from Boston University and developed 

the knack for identifying opportunities in the industry before others. 

 The marine projects generated by the infamous Blizzard of 1978 were the spark 

that transformed the company from a small business into the makings of a national 

construction company.  After Jay Cashman, Inc., was formed, Jay organized the dredging 

division and became one of the premier dredging contractors in the country.  Giant 

projects followed: the deepening of the New York and New Jersey harbor, the Big Dig in 

Boston, the Greenbush Line, the Boston Harbor Cleanup, the Offshore Diffuser Project, 

G.E.’s Hudson River Cleanup, and many more.  On a parallel path, Sterling Equipment, a 



subsidiary of Jay Cashman, Inc., developed a barge leasing business serving the East 

Coast, Gulf Coast, reaching further South to Brazil. In 2005, the company acquired, 

Preload, an 80 year old concrete reservoir manufacturing company, whose operations go 

coast to coast.  

 With over 1,000 employees working in over 35 states and several sovereign 

countries, The Cashman Companies have permanent offices in Massachusetts, New 

York, New Jersey, Dallas, and San Francisco.  The most recent chapter has brought the 

company into the world of alternative energy and recycling of demolition materials. A 

division of Jay Cashman, Inc., Patriot Renewables, is now building, owning and 

operating the first windmill farms in New England, on the ridgelines of Maine.  Patriot 

has over a ½ billion dollars of projects in its pipeline. 

 Jay lives in Boston with his wife, Christy and four children and is active in his 

community.   


